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SATURDA 


‘Tr the following is worth your while, you will do me 4 far 


vour in publifhing it; if not, throw it afide, 
‘Res profpera infolentiam pariunt, 

% H E. faucinefs of fervants’ is now become an 
epidemical evil. Go where-you will, you hear 
¥. nothing: but complaints of them: but 
thinks; the cafe of one Mr. Fitz-George de- 
DENSN ferves particular notice and commiferation, 
AVA This young gentleman, it feems, came to the 
poffeffion of a plentiful eftate, abouttwo years ago, by the death of 
his grandfather. Being a humane, generous, good-natured man, 
he fuffered moft of the fervants who-were in the : houfe*in his 
grandfather’s time to contijme 5 and as for the few -whont ‘he 


found it prudent to part with, he gaye them penfions for life. 
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Mr. Fitz-George enjoyed his houfe and family with great ‘peace 
and comfort for about a twelvemonth, when one Will Pitot (for 
fo I think: they called him by way of nick-name) gave his 
matter warning in a great paflion. People were very much fur- 
prifed at this, as they knew Will had had a very good place of 
it. But Will himfelf foon unfolded the myftery, by publifhing 
a letter, in which he told us, that he had given his mafter warn- 
ing, becaufe he was not allowed to rule his mafter and the whole 
houfe, Many of the tenants of the manor were not forry for 
Will’s leaving his place; for they fay, that though he had been 
very zealous in maintaining the rights of the manor, yet he 
had fuch a number of over-fea acquaintances, to whom he fent 
_ prefents out of the manor, that he fome years laid out the whole 
rents upon them, which were about fix millions. This the tenants 
murmured at very much; for in confequence of this, their Lord 
was obliged to raife their rents every year to maintain his houfe, 
“and fupply the exigencies of the manor, even to the amount, 
they fay, of twelve millions a year fometimes. This they reck- 
-oned very hard,as-they had nothing to do with, nor received any 
advantage by, thefe acquaintances of Will’s. “And this they looked 
upon as the more unaccountable ftill, becaufe Will, when he 
was an out-door fervant, had exclaimed moft bitterly againft the 
fervints before him, who had followed thefe practices, though 
they had never {pent the half of the money upon their foreign ac- 
quaintances, that Will did upon his. But what provoked them 
moft of all.was, that they had helped Will to the place, merely 
with a view that he might break the neck of thefe things; and 
when they found, that inftead of this, he increafed them, they 
did not {cruple to fay aloud, that he had betrayed them. But 
Will was .a ftrange fort of fellow, and had got fome peculiar 
notions of economicks; for what was wrong when done by ano- 
ther, he thought right when done by himéelf. Nay, when he 
heard fome whifpers through the manor with refpeé to thefe 
things, after he left his place, he told the tenants in the letter al- 
ready mentioned, that indeed he fhould give himfelf no trouble 
to follicit the return of their favour. This they confidered as-worfe 
than all the reft, firft to deceive them, and then to bid them de- 
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fiance; but Will knew what he was faying, for, he had fome: 
how or other, got an annuity for three lives, 

THINGS Continued in this pofture about half a year, when ano- 
ther fervant, who had lived long in the houfe, :and been kindly 
ufed, I think his name was Tom Give-place, or Buy-vote, I don't 
know which, took it into his head to give his mafter warning 
alfo, unlefs he would double his wages. This was thought to be 
a very odd propofal, as Tom was now far advanced in years, and 
almoft paft his labour. The cafe, it feems, was this; money 
was wanted in the office to which Tom belonged; applica- 
tion was made to Mr. Fitz-George for it. He afked how much 
would do for fuch a time. Tom anfwered two millions. Mr. 
Fitz-George (asthe money was to be raifed upon his tenants) was 
willing to be as gentle to them as poflible; he therefore afked 
fome of his other fervants, whether a lefs fum would not fuffice ; 
they replied, that, confidering the burden the tenants had fain 
under for a great while, they thought one million was as much 
as they could in confcience demand of them, and that, with good 
management, would do very well; or if it would not hold out 


till the time propofed, their-Lord might-4make a fecond demand © 


when it was found neceflary. Tom, taking this much amifs, left 
his place. Upon this, a great many of the out-door fervants, 
raifed a clamour, as they had done in Will's cafe before. The rea- 
fon was, that as Will had often cajoled fome of them, by faying, 
he liked their livery, vz. an alderman's-gown, better than 
his own, tho’ he only played on them; fo Tom had often em- 
ployed others of them in jobbs about the houfe, for which he 
had every now and then given them a bit or a fop. This they 
were afraid they would now lofe, and therefore mouth’d very 
undefervedly both againft the mafter and the new fervant he put 
in Tom’s place. They objected that he was a ftranger, though 
both he and his progenitors had belonged to the manor for feve~ 
ral centuries; and long before fome of themfelves were fo much 
as heard of in it, When this could not be denied, they then urged 
that he was however born on the northern part of the manor, 
and themfelves in the fouthern or the weftern; to this it was ra~ 


tionally enough anfwered, that the northern part belonged to the 
manor 
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manor as well asthe fouthern; and to prevent all: objections of 
that kind for the future, propofed that the manor-houfe fhould be 
"built exadly in: the middle of the eftate, and then the tenants 
would be all equally near it, according to their refptctive divifions, 
When they found therefore that thefe objeétions were treated only 
with ridicule by the oppofite party, and'people who had ‘taken no 
fide, they then trumped up a ftory,; that he was not qualified for 
the place, becaufe he did not know the‘way of the houfe. ‘To 
this it. was replied, If they meant the former way of j it, they were 
undoubtedly right; for it was allowed, that formétly there had 
been a great deal of wafte and profufion in it ; but if they meant 
a way which would be moft advantageous, ' both to the mafter and 
the tenants, they were miftaken, for he underftood that as well 
as any man; and-as a proof of it, they urged, that it was now plain 
from fact, that he had done the fame fervice for one million, for 
which:Tom (as’mentioned above) had demanded two. This new 
fervant’s name, I find, »was Jack Scot, and related, they fay, to 
Mr. Fitz-George’s family. This fellow, it feems, had been much 
addiéted to reading, which gave him fomething of the college, 
together with the court.air. However, it made him mafter of a 
good deal of polite and ufeful literature, which afforded a handle 
to fome to upbraid him with learned difquifitions upon cockle- 
fhells, plants and flowers: and others, whofe genius could not foar 
fo high as this happy flight, came neverthelefs very near it, by the 
curious invention of the name Jack~a-boot, which, it feems, they 
{truck out by an uncommon effort of wit, from a titular name his 

family had long borne. | 
Aut thefe objections operated wonderfully upon many- fenfible 
people, both without and within the houfe; for one Harry 
‘Chamberman foon after gave his mafler warning likewife. Harry, 
we hear, had abfented himfelf from his fervice for fome time patt ; 
bis mafter advertifed him twice, but to no effeét. However, 
whether of his own accord, or in confequence of a third advertife- 
«ment, is not material, Harry did return; but it appears it was not 
to afk his mafter’s pardon, or to apologife for what he had done, 
but to let him know he would ferve him no longer. So Harry 
gave up his livery, and after dining with an old acquaintance, viz. 
Tom 
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Tom Give-place, went down to his friends in the country. In 
confequence of this, one Charley Check, whofe bufinefs in the 
houfe .was to fee that the cooks, and other fervants, put nothing 
to wafte, gave Mr. Fitz-George warning alfo; the’ reafon, 
they fay, was.not want of victuals, ill-paid wages, or being over- 
wrought, but that, being a relation of Harry Chamberman’s, he 
would not ftay in.the houfe after he was gone. The fame, we 
hear, was the cafe of otic Peter Poft-boy. His office was to carry 
his matfter’s: letters to and fro ;_ but tho’ his mafter paid him very 
liberally for it, kept him always iin good livery, and never made 
him go‘in dark nights, yet he ‘has given him warning too. - Such 
is the"way this young gentleman has been ufed by his fervants ; 
fo that people of lower rank need not wonder if they are ill-ufed 
by theirs... Which of them have taken the example from the 
other, I cannot tell; but as to the defigns of Mr. Fitz-George's 
fervants in acting fo, people feem to be univerfally agreed, that 
they want to force every body elfe out of the houfe, and to have 
the whole of it to themfelves, and fuch as they fhall put in. 
Whether Mr. Fitz-George will thus give up his houfe to them or 
no, no body as yet pretends to fay. Many of the tenants heartily , 
with he would not; for they think it is a fhame they fhould be 
fo prefumptuous: but however thefe things may be, there are two 
or three foolith curs, commonly called Monitor, North-Briton, 
Patriot, ‘&c.. but I underftand their true name is Yelper, and all 
of one litter, who poft themfelves in dark corners, and fnarl in 
an angry manner, both at Mr. Fitz-George, and his new fervants, 
whenever they pafs by; but when any of the old ones happen to 
come in their way, they fawn, and lick their feet moft wifhfully, 
particularly will Pitot’s, tho’ he has been longeft out of the houfe, 
Whether Will had been kind to them while he was in it, by 
throwing them:a little bone now and then, or whether they want- 
ed to befpeak his favour beforehand, in cafe he fhould chance to 
come into it again, or whether they had fomething of an inbred 
antipathy againft Scot, can’t be certainly determined. Some are 


-of opinion that there is a mixture-of -allthrees~be thar as ‘it will,” 
Mr, Fitz-George and his. fervants, have hithérto gone out and in 
about their bufinefs, without taking any notice of them, becaufe, 
I fuppofe, they don’t think them worth their while. 
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Tus isthe beft and fulleft account I can give you of this mat- 
ter at prefent; but if you want further information about it, per- 
haps one Charles Say, a news-man, or his eldeft brother, may 
be able to fatisfy you. Thefe gentlemen have generally very early 
intelligence, with refpect to what pafies in Mr. Fitz-George’s fa- 
mily, and one of them let us know the other day, that there is 
a talk of feventeen more of that gentleman’s fervants going to 
give him warning. Whether thisistrue or falfe, time only can 
difcover. But it is thought, if they fhould do fo, Mr. Fitz- 
George will be in no difficulty to fupply their places, as there are 
many in all parts of the manor who would be glad to ferve him. 


I am, 


SIR, 
Hammerfmith, Nov. 9th. 


Your very humble fervant. 


( To be continued, ) 
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